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the next article, 
the Foundation 
contributed to 
Hurricane Sandy 
relief. Along 
with the devas-
tating losses to 
families, homes, 
and businesses, the storm also caused 
environmental damages to a coastline 
that will never be the same. 

In closing, I would just add that you 
are receiving this newsletter because 
over the past year, you have been con-
nected in some way with the Woodard 
& Curran Foundation. We have taken 
the liberty of  sending this newslet-
ter to you and hope you will want to 
continue to receive it. If, however, you 
would prefer not to, you can simply 
reply to this email and note “unsub-
scribe.” 

With appreciation for your support,

Thomas Francoeur, President

Welcome to the first edition of  the 
Woodard & Curran Foundation news-
letter. This outreach is our way to keep 
you informed about the difference 
your contributions are making toward 
achieving local and global solutions 
for a healthier world. 

Thinking about this first issue, if  I 
were to choose one word to character-
ize 2012 for the Woodard & Curran 
Foundation, it would be momentum.  
Participation and involvement grew 
considerably in so many important 
ways – including Woodard & Curran 
employee engagement, gifting, outside 
sponsorship, and the grants the Foun-
dation was able to make. 

This momentum has moved us closer 
to achieving our goal of  building an 
endowment. Our vision is to direct 
endowment resources to environmen-
tal causes that incorporate health or 
education missions or components to 
their projects. 

Thanks to our growing endowment, 
we were able to make three mean-
ingful grants in 2012. In addition to 
grants to AguaClara Cornell and Mill 
City Grows, which are discussed in 
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families. Based on the two urban 
gardens created in 2012, gardeners 
can expect to cultivate 100 pounds 
of  produce yearly per planting bed. 
Each urban food production site 
will also provide community volun-
teer opportunities, educational op-
portunities for over 50 individuals, 
and events for more than 100 local 
residents. The urban gardens will 
have a strong impact in local Low-
ell communities and will provide 
low-income residents with access to 
healthy, fresh food.

AguaClara Cornell, the recipient 
of  the Foundation’s 2012 $5,000 
grant, is a group of  Cornell Uni-
versity students and faculty who 
research, invent, and design electric-
ity-free, municipal-scale water treat-
ment plants to bring clean drinking 
water to those in need. Over one 
billion people across the globe cur-
rently lack that access. Since 2005, 
AguaClara has constructed eight 
plants in Honduras, bringing clean 
water to over 30,000 people. Agua-
Clara is in the process of  expanding 
in Honduras, Guatemala, Colombia, 
Nicaragua, and Ethiopia. 

the gardens becoming 
neighborhood run.

Francey Slater, co-
founder of  Mill City 
Grows with Lydia Sisson, said, 
“Three new sites are being de-
veloped in our second gardening 
season – two urban gardens and 
one school garden. The Founda-
tion grant will help pay the garden 
coordinator position to develop all 
three sites.” 

According to Slater, these new 
sites will provide planting beds 
for about 40 gardeners and their 
families. This means that approxi-
mately 150 people in Lowell will 
receive fresh organic produce from 
these sites. All gardeners are local 
and 65% come from low income 

The Woodard & Curran Founda-
tion awarded two grants in 2012 
that empower people to implement 
local and global solutions for a 
healthier world. 

Mill City Grows, an organiza-
tion that creates opportunities for 
low-income residents to grow fresh 
fruits and vegetables at urban neigh-
borhood gardens, received a $2,500 
grant. Mill City Grows mission is to 
improve physical health, economic 
independence and environmental 
sustainability locally in Lowell, Mas-
sachusetts through increased access 
to land, locally grown food and edu-
cation. Mill City Grows is achieving 
this mission through the creation 
of  urban food production sites and 
educational programs to train local 
gardeners with the ultimate goal of  

2012 Grant Recipients Explain the Impact 
of their Awards

WORDS continued to P. 3

Francey Slater (left) and Lydia Sisson, co-founders of 
Mill City Grows.

AguaClara’s Atima, Honduras plant will be completed this year, bringing safe, clean water to 
the community.

In Their

     Words

http://aguaclara.cee.cornell.edu/
http://www.millcitygrows.org/


3

WORDS continued from P. 2

The Woodard & Curran Founda-
tion is honored to spotlight Ames 
& Gough. Ames & Gough is an 
industry-focused specialty insurance 
brokerage founded in 1992. The firm 
is dedicated to providing excellent 
client service and having a client first 
philosophy. Ames & Gough, Woodard 
& Curran’s insurance broker, has made 
significant donations to the Founda-
tion since its founding in 2010. 

When asked what motivated the 
company to donate to the Foundation, 
Mike Herlihy, Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Partner of  Ames & Gough, 
was quick to respond, “Woodard & 
Curran, like many of  our clients, is 
active in community outreach; and 
we like to support that. Our role is 
to support our clients; and it is also 
important to us to support our com-
munity.” Giving to the Foundation 
allowed Ames & Gough to simultane-

ously accomplish these two goals.

Mike added, “The architecture, engi-
neering, and construction industries 
play an important role in society. Their 
work is essential. It’s our goal to do 
more to support this field.” 
Ames & Gough is a member of  Plan 
New Hampshire Scholarship and 
Fellowship Program and the Con-
struction Management Association 
of  America (CMAA). Every year the 
company funds an event through 
the CMAA allowing college students 
to get exposure to their prospective 
fields. These are just a few examples 
of  how Ames & Gough supports its 
client’s industries in addition to sup-
porting its clients.  

The Foundation would like to give a 
special thanks to Ames & Gough for 
its continued support.

May Sharif, a design engineer for 
AguaClara projects, explains that 
grants such as the Foundation’s pro-
vide funding for the organization’s lab 
research. Sharif  states, “We conduct 
research to increase the performance, 
reliability, and ease of  operation of  
our technology. The research con-
ducted in our labs translates to con-
structible designs for our partners to 
deploy in the field, every semester 
bringing about a new generation of  
higher-performing, cheaper technolo-
gies.” This research allows AguaClara’s 
implementation partner, Honduran 
NGO Agua Para el Pueblo, to con-
struct plants that provide clean water 
to communities that would otherwise 
have no access to water treatment.
In addition to conducting lab research, 
a group of  about 20 student visits 
Honduras yearly to conduct filed test-

ing or demonstrations of  technologies 
developed in the lab.

Sharif  recently returned from a trip 
to India. The purpose of  her trip was 
to assess the feasibility of  beginning 
an AguaClara project in the area of  
Jharkhand, and she expects an Agua-
Clara plant to be constructed there 
before the end of  the year. This is one 
more step towards furthering Agua-
Clara’s goal of  providing affordable 
water treatment solutions to people all 
over the world.

The Foundation’s Giving Committee 
is currently reviewing over 80 applica-
tions submitted for consideration for 
2013 grants.  Grant applications were 
due June 1st and winners will be an-
nounced in the fall.

Donor  
Spotlight:
Ames & Gough

May Sharif, Design Engineer, Agua 
Clara Cornell.

http://www.amesgough.com/
http://www.amesgough.com/
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MISSION
The Woodard & Curran Foundation 
has been established to take Wood-
ard & Curran’s vision of  exemplary 

corporate citizenship further by 
allowing the Foundation to grow 

and invest financial resources in an 
endowment and make significant 

contributions to charitable organi-
zations aligned with our values.

VISION
The Woodard & Curran Founda-

tion is a public nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to directing endow-
ment resources to non-profits with 
environmental missions focused on 

creating a healthier world.

BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS

Thomas Francoeur, President

Barry Sheff, Vice President

Celeste Labadie, Secretary

Joe Geary, Treasurer

Kelly Camp

Duff  Collins

Kelly Cowan

Althea Masterson

Bruce Nicholson

Jay Sheehan

www.woodardcurranfoundation.org 

Fundraising and tradition were the 
theme this past October as the Wood-
ard & Curran Foundation held its first 
annual golf  tournament and the sec-
ond annual Easy-as-Pi Road & Trail 
Races. Together the events raised over 
$14,000 to build an endowment sup-
porting our vision of  local and global 
solutions for a healthier world.

The month kicked off  with our first 
annual Golf  Tournament on Oc-
tober 1st at the Peddie Golf  Club 
in Hightstown, New Jersey.  Sixty 
golfers participated in our inaugural 
event.  We really couldn’t have asked 
for a better day, and the tournament 

presented a great opportunity to 
spend the day out of  the office with 
Woodard & Curran clients, friends 
and teaming partners. The results were 
terrific, too – with the event raising 
nearly $5,000 in its very first year.

The weekend of  October 20th and 
21st brought the second annual  
Easy as Pi road races, first in 
Portland on the 20th and then in 
Providence on the 21st.  Wet and cold 
weather impacted turnout in Portland 
on Saturday, but together, over 200 
enthusiastic people participated in 
the two races. Both races kicked off  
with a kids fun run. Plus both had an 
army of  volunteers assisting in various 
roles – from race marshals to acting 
as emcee to dishing out pie, courtesy 
of  Whole Foods. The two races raised 
approximately $9,000 toward the 
Foundation’s grant-making mission.  

Golfers and  
Runners Learn About 
the Foundation

Dedicated to local and global 
solutions for a healthir world

The generous support of our 
sponsors made these events 
possible. Key sponsors were:

Lead Sponsors
Ames & Gough
Portland Trails 
Whole Foods
WMTW Channel 8
Woodard & Curran
 

Partners
Alpha Analytical 
Borislow Insurance
Hurley Travel Experts
Northeast Control Systems
Office Max
 

Friends
Creative Office Pavilion 
Enviroscapes 
Flow Assessment Services LLC
Greenwich Valley Veterinary   
   Clinic 
Hilton Garden Inn 
   - Portsmouth Downtown
The Omni Group 
Patient Advocates
Prairie Capital

http://woodardcurranfoundation.org/
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Woodard & Curran Foundation 2012 Donor List
A+ Party Rental
Accutest Laboratories
ACEC
Glenn Almquist
Alpha Analytical
Giovanni Amato
Ames & Gough
Jennifer Andrews
Mike Apflebaum
APT Water
Aqua Solutions
AutomaTech, Inc.
AWT Environmental Services
Jessica Balesano
Michael Battistelli
Alan Benevides
Joan & Ray Beretta
Chelsea Bierkan
Big Y (Franklin, MA)
Kristy Bishop
Terry Blanchette
Janelle Bonn
John Borgesi
Boston Sports Club  
   - Providence Downtown
Borislow Insurance
Kenny Boughter
Marianne Bowen
Brent & Sharon Aigler
Brent Bridges
John Brockington
Christine Brown
Robert Brown
Adam Butler
Kelly Camp
Sarah Campbell
Lisa Campe
Kris Carlsen
Kenneth Carlson
Jeff Castellano
Gregory Cataldo
Frank Cavaleri
James Chaplick
Michael Cherniak
Cherry Weber & Associates
Cheryl Choquette
Civil Design Consultants Inc. (CDCI)
Mark Cleary
CODE
Duff Collins
Robert Collins
Maggie Connolly
Control 7
Kyle Corbeil
Rebecca Corbin
Joseph Cordova
Paul Couture
Kelly Cowan
Jack Craunakis
Creamer Environmental
Creative Office Pavillion
Albert Curran
Shannon Daigle
John Daniels
Chris Day
Dave Dedian
Justin DeMello
Gregory DeMichele

Catherine Dickerson
Krista Dietz
Daniel DiNicola
Rodger D. Dinsmore
Rachael Dorais
Ned Dubois
Susan Dubuque
Stacia Dugas
Dunkin Donuts
Andrea Eagan
Jim Ekedahl
Tomas Ennis
Enviroprobe Service Inc.
Enviroscapes Inc.
Thomas Eschner
Lynn Etchingham
James Everett
Steven Ewing
Daniel Falcone
James Farmer
Toby Fedder
James Finegan
Jim Fitch
Erika Flemming-Coull
Flow Assessment Services, LLC
Debbie Foshay
Thomas Francoeur
FuelBelt, Inc.
Dan Garson
Joseph Geary
Annie Gemmer
GeoSearch Inc.
Rachel Gilbert
Danny Gonzalez
The Goodrich-Blessing Agency, Inc., 
Helen Gordon
James Gorman
Richard Gould
Craig Goulet
Greenwich Valley Veterinary Clinic
Janice Greenwood
Tadd Gruenewald
Carol Harris
Nicholas Hastings
Andrea Hevey
Hilton Garden Inn 
   - Downtown Portsmouth
Paul Hogan
Rowena Holden
Brian Holdt
Holland Company
Steve Holtman
Kevin Hoogerhyde
Jason House
Mary House
Shawn Huber
Eric Hultstrom
Hurley Travel Experts 
Emily Jackson
Dave Jacques
Karl Kasper
Kate’s Fresh Butter
Leroy Kendricks
Sidney Kotlus
David Krochko
Robert Kunze
Celeste LaBadie
Karen Lambek

Lou Langlais
Steven Lauria
Robert LeMire
Linda Libby
Sarah Lingley
Erika Lloyd
Chris MacKay
Michael Madden
Maine Radio
Michael Mango
Kurt Marston
Peter Martin
Zareh Maserejian
Althea Masterson
Patrick McCafferty
Dennis McConnell
Mary McCrann
Robert McCue
Rob McGrath
Lisa McIntosh
Sean McKeever
Doug McKeown
Nathan McLaughlin
Joyce Mello
Meredith Brockington Photography
Mary Michaud
Annette Miller
Miller Pipe Inc.
Michelle Mills
Bridget Mitchell
Ray Monahan
Pat Moore
Debbie Moriarty
Peter Nangeroni
Bruce Nicholson
Sarah Nicholson
Steve Niro
Northeast Electrical
Northeast Laboratory Services
Northeast System Controls, Inc.
Northstar Environmental
Office Max 
Samantha Olney
Patient Advocates LLC
Mark Pereira
Perteet, Inc.
Mark Peters
Mark Pietrucha
Mark Pinkham
Laura Pisaturo
Tracy Planinsek
Michael Poirier
David Pollock
Paul Porada
Portland Water District
Jennifer Prince
Anne Proctor
Rhode Runner
Jessica Richard
Richard E. Drewes Consulting
Kristina Richards
Jim Rivard
Road ID
Thomas Roche
Rockwell Automation, Inc.
Paul Roux
Lou Russo
Greg Rutolo

Gilbert Ryan
Ryan Wellnitz & Associates
John Sammon
Santa Mamba
Jill Sawa
Thomas Scelfo
Linda Schmidt
Michelle Sears
SEMS
David Senus
Tom Shay
Joseph Shea
Jerry Sheehan
Barry Sheff
Sign-a-rama - Cherry Hill, NJ
Marilyn Sinnett
Michael Skinner
Charlie Smith
Wendi Smith
Lloyd Snyder
South Jersey Gas
Andrew Stanhope
Jeff Stearns
Michael Stein 
Adam Steinman
Tom Stoughton
James Sturgis
Leah Sturm
The SunriseGuide
Brent Sutter
Lauren Swett
T&M Associates
Rebecca Talbert
Eric Teittinen
The Creative Touch
The Omni Group
Marc Thomas
Patti Thomes
Michael Thompson
Doug Tirrell
Randy Tome
Drew Townsend
Aaron Townsley
Hugh Tozer
Crista Trapp
USA Bluebook
Guy Vaillancourt
Michael Valentine
Vargo Associates
Amy Wallace
Dennis Walsh
Linda Warner
Robert Wasp
Wesley Webber
Donald Weeks
Bert Wesley
Jeremy Wherren
Steven Whipple
Whole Foods Market - Portland, ME
Whole Foods Market - Providence, RI
Chigako Wilson
Jim Wilson
Deidra Winterburn
Dan Wolfram
Woodard & Curran, Inc.
WRS Compass
WSP Sells
Bridget Zwack


